INTRODUCTION

69
The intractable global problem that is young driver road safety is evidenced as a persistent 70 overrepresentation in road crashes despite a plethora of targeted and more general 71 engineering, education, and enforcement interventions (1). In Australia in 2016 youth aged 72 17-25 years had a fatality rate of 9.0 fatalities/100,000 population, compared to 5.5 73 fatalities/100,000 population of rod users aged 40-64 years, with young males fatally-injured 74 (13.4) at almost than 3 times the rate of young females (4.4) (2). Moreover, young driver 75 crashes involve more than the young driver; for example, in Queensland in 2016 young 76 drivers were involved in 33.8% of hospitalisation crashes and 24.7% of hospitalisation 77 crashes across the Australian state (3), despite comprising 12.7% of the licensed population 78 (4).
79
To mitigate road safety risks, jurisdictions such as Queensland have implemented a 80 multi-stage graduated driver licensing (GDL) program. The first -learner -licence phase is 81 entered after passing a learner theory test which can be taken at the earliest age of 16 years.
82
The learner phase is characterised by mandatory practice requirements including a minimum 83 100 certified logbook hours (a minimum of which must be at night) over a minimum 12 84 month period (5). Perhaps, unsurprisingly give the cost of professional driving lessons, 85 parents are the most common driving supervisor (6, 7). Perplexingly, however, parents are 86 typically 'left to their own devices', with no option for gaining training in how-and-what-to-87 teach their young novice driver, and a dearth of resources beyond compliance with the road 88 rules (e.g., compliance with regulatory signs such as posted speed limits), safe vehicle 89 operation (e.g., sharing the road with vulnerable road users such as cyclists and pedestrians), 90 and vehicle safety (pre-driving checks of indicators and windscreen wipers) (8, 9) .
91
Parents are also largely unaware that, as experienced drivers, they have developed a impact on their road safety (projection), thus informing the regulation of their behaviour to 100 ameliorate or mitigate these hazards altogether (11, 12) 
148
There is a road worker standing at the entrance to the roundabout -he has his (19, 20, 21, 22 ) and the P1 phase of the
324
Queensland GDL has specific vehicle engine power limits to dissuade young and novice 325 drivers from engine-related risks such as hooning and other risky driving behaviours (4) .
326
Similarly, the critical role parents play in GDL programs is apparent in jurisdictions beyond
327
Queensland, Australia (23).
328
Furthermore, it appears that there is a missed opportunity within the Queensland
329
GDL to provide parents with engaging, informative, and easily applied evidence-based 330 support to develop essential driving skills and abilities not only during the learner licence 331 phase, but during the period immediately preceding on-road driving -the pre-licence phase.
332
Interventions that specifically target parents have been found to be effective in improving the hazard perception test which must be passed before they progress from the P1 to the P2 345 licence, 5), they understand why the road user, infrastructure, or exposure-related variables 346 are a hazard, and they can regulate their interaction with that variable to minimise that 347 hazard. It is noteworthy that the Intervention learners actually built these skills before they 348 drove behind the wheel of a car, with SAS measured at the moment they progressed to a 349 learner licence. In many respects this is ground-breaking, particularly within the context that
350
Queensland's GDL does not even expect, nor measure, the most basic SAS skill -perception
351
-until they are trying to enter the P2 licence phase. safety benefits of GDL programs (31), and may be a road safety benefit of SAFER.
361
Strengths and limitations
362
The SAFER pilot project has a number of strengths, including a process evaluation of parent Parents.
